Ethics Study Guide

1. Explain the difference between ethics, morals, and values.

2. What is the importance of ethics in a health care setting?

3. Why are there more ethical problems in health care today than 50 years ago?

4. Review the ethical dilemmas on page 63.  List your ideas/thoughts on each case presented.

5. What is a professional code of ethics in health care?

6. Identify the ethical principle that correlates with the following:

a. be sure consent forms are signed

b. provide all patients with care, including the terminally ill

c. always work in your scope of practice

d. admit your mistakes

e. treat all patients equally

f. never release patient information without a signed release

g. treat every patient with respect

h. be careful not to make empty promises to the patient that cannot be guaranteed

7. Define euthanasia.  List some potential problems if it were legalized.

8. What are the current laws regarding euthanasia?

9. What are the laws regarding organ transplant in the state of Florida?

10. What does autonomy mean in the area of health care?

11. Define informed consent (5 necessary components).  What is the difference between implied and express consent?

12. Explain the following terms in the context of a medical setting:

a. battery

b. assault

c. false imprisonment

d. abandonment

e. illegal restraint

f. invasion of privacy

g. misrepresentation

h. fraud

i. respondeat superior

j. res ipsa loquitor

k. negligence

l. malpractice

13. What is an emancipated minor?

14. Describe the two main components of an advance directive.

15. What characteristics (physical and behavioral) are exhibited by a patient that has been abused or neglected?

16. What are the three components of a contract?

17. What is the Good Samaritan Act?

18. What organization reviews situations and publishes their opinions about current ethical issues for physicians?

